
Let’s talk about 
me! 
Nora Asad, journalism student at UAL talks to us 
about her life in The Netherlands and life after 
moving to the UK.
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Hello! My name is Nora and I am 18 years 
old. I was born in The Netherlands but I am 
originally from Afghanistan. I have lived in 
Holland, Leidschendam, for most of my life 
and studies the equivalent to O-Level. I will be 
talking about my achievemnts in the past year. 

I am currently studying journalism at the Lon-
don University of the Arts.I am enjoying my time 
here, learning and meeting new people. 

One of my inspirations is Michael Parkinson. 
Initially, he started writing for newspapers  as a 
journalist. Afterwards he moved into television 
working on current affair programs for the BBC. 
He also worked for BBC radio, having his own 
show interviewing guests. Slowly but surely, he 
worked his way up to having his own talk show. 
on TV. I admire the way he worked his way up to 
have his own TV show during his career.

Regarding my future, I am yet to decide what I 
would like to do. After my work experience place-
ment at the BBC in summer 2013, I learned that 
there are a lot of directions one could go. I am 
looking forward to what the next few years will 
bring. 

Many agreed that the need for change to leg-
islature in the UK would be necessary in securing 
the future and integrity of the British press. 

Brian Hitchen, former Editor of the Daily 
Star and Sunday Express told the ALN: “I do believe 
we need a proper act guaranteeing our freedom 
because we have never had one. 

“Britain is a holiday camp for everybody want-

ing to come and sue us because the laws of libel 
are so terrible, and the reason so many people 
got away with horrible fraud and God knows 
what, is because you couldn’t say what you knew 
about them.”

Philip Jacobson, former reporter for The Sun-
day Times agreed that the speech was “really 
right on the mark”.

There were others however, that disagreed 
with Evans’ analysis that the press needed legis-
lative intervention.

Bob Satchwell, executive director of the Society 
of Editors, acknowledged Evans’ desire to ensure 
freedom for the press but he also saw the dangers 
in creating laws.

He said: “I had to disagree with him [Evans] 
about  what  he  now cal l s  ‘SU’ ;  s tatutor y 
underpinning.

“He is absolutely right when he says that 
what’s on offer is a guarantee of the freedom 
of the press and no interference. That would be 
wonderful, that’s what they have in the United 
States, but what they also have in the United 
States, is a written constitution. The constitution 
can be changed, but it is far more difficult.”

Satchwell added that the problem in the UK 
was that if a law was created preventing the gov-
ernment and parliament from interfering with 
the freedom of the press, “there is still a ‘but’ 
behind it. The ‘but’ is that you must accept a new, 
independent form of self-regulation,” he said.

“That is why in the United States they never 
had a Press Complaints Commission because it 
would be unconstitutional, and that’s the ‘but’. 

                               BBC news presenter Alice Bhandhukravi posing for a picture with me
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And the ‘but’ is very, very big.”
  Evans also said the Leveson report did not 

have anything to say on media ownership. 
“Securing the plurality essential for discourse 

may be complicated in the digital age, but con-
straints of time are no excuse for glossing over 
the demonstrable effects of media concentra-
tion,” Evans said.

 Jacobson agreed with Evans about the dan-
gers of individuals and organisations having a 
monopoly over the media. 

He said: “I liked his acknowledgment of James 
Harding – the former editor of The Times – who 

After 16 years, I decided to move to Lon-
don, England! I had nice litt le gatherings 
with my c losest  fr iends and family to say 
BYE to Holland and HELLO to England.  I 
was so excited about the step I  was about 
to take, even though I loved  my country! 
serving editors.”

On the 5th of September, I had my first day 
of school at Westminster Academy. I was start-
ing the course IB (International Baccalaureate) 
with little knowledge of English. In a few months, 
I managed to become more and more fluent in 
the language, which made me a lot more confi-
dent.  This school year was a very exciting period 
for me. I started the course completely fresh, 
thinking this course would be the best for me.  In 
one year, I succeeded in getting two A levels, a 
diploma in Media Studies and two GCSEs to get 
into univerisity with. 

Last year i got the opportunity to meet BBC 
newspresenter Alice Bhandhukravi. She was 
extremely kind and such an inspiring person. I 
work shadowed her preparing and presenting 
the Sunday news live at the BBC Studios. It was 
very intriguing to see journalism in reality, in 
such a professional environment. This was the 
point where my interest in journalism started 
to increase even more, this was definitely some-
thing i wanted to be able to do in the future.

Posing  in front of Winter Wonderlnd in Hyde 
Park with my friends
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‘This was the point where my interest in jour-
nalism started to increase even more, this was 
definitely something i wanted to be able to do in 

the future’.

Nora Asad

My family on my 18th birthday
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My favourite thing to do: feeding pigeons!!!


